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just last week one of our colleagues,
Congressman MOOREHEAD, announced
his retirement, and I wanted to take a
moment. Usually people wait until the
very end of the session to talk about
Members who have chosen to retire,
but I wanted to take just a moment to
talk about a person who I believe is a
stellar citizen legislator and one who
will be sorely missed when he, after 12
terms of service here in the House of
Representatives, will retire.

CARLOS MOORHEAD is a citizen legis-
lator. He had a small law practice in
his hometown of Glendale, CA where he
had grown up. He went to Hoover High
School and was one who regularly par-
ticipated in many civic items, and he is
one who chose public service. Now, we
know that in this day and age public
service itself is much maligned. We
regularly see people who have chosen
to spend some years of their life in pub-
lic service criticized. But the fact of
the matter is CARLOS MOORHEAD is a
very unusual person. We all know from
serving here in the House that he is not
a show horse. He in fact is a workhorse.

He is the chairman of the Intellec-
tual Property Subcommittee, not one
of the most exciting issues discussed
here on the House floor, but I am one
who believes that it is very important.
It is very important, as we look at
international trade agreements and
other items, that we maintain the in-
tellectual property rights which are so
key to the very unique talents which
citizens of the United States of Amer-
ica have.

CARLOS served 6 years as a member of
the California State Legislature before
choosing to run for Congress in 1972. He
served on that Judiciary Committee
that held the impeachment hearings in
the early 1970’s, and his loyalty was
very great. It has been written up in
the media over the past week or so
that he stood strongly behind Richard
Nixon, and his quote in the papers con-
sisted of the following: He believed it
very important to maintain the Presi-
dency at that time.

He also has been heavily involved in
the issue of telecommunications, hav-
ing served as ranking minority member
when we were in the minority here on
the Subcommittee on Telecommuni-
cations, and it was a great achieve-
ment to see the legislation which
passed this House just before the Au-
gust recess come about, and Mr. MOOR-
HEAD had spent a long period of time
working on that legislation.

I would simply like to say that it is
going to be a great personal loss for me
when, as he regularly reminds me, in a
year and a half he chooses to retire. He
will still be serving here for the next 17
some odd months and we know we are
going to be spending a great deal of
time here, but when he does choose to
retire at the end of next year, it will be
a personal loss.

I have had the privilege of trying to
represent the district which joins his in
Los Angeles County, and we all know
that he has been a great friend, a very

hard worker, and I happen to believe
one of the most underestimated Mem-
bers of this institution. When he does
retire, he will be sorely missed by
many of us.
f

BALANCING THE FEDERAL
BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan [Mr. SMITH] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to address the House regard-
ing the budget, the debt ceiling that we
are now approaching, and why that is
important to the American people in
an expanded economy for the United
States and an expanded job market.

First let us look at the overspending
of the Federal Government. Back in
1947 the Federal budget represented 12
percent of this country’s gross domes-
tic product. Today it represents almost
22 percent of the gross domestic prod-
uct. The Federal Government is ex-
panding at an alarming rate.

The Government has not relied on
the political negatives of increasing
taxes to afford this increased spending,
but rather has decided that it is more
politically wise to continue borrowing.
Our Federal debt today is $4.8 trillion.
Our Federal debt after two world wars
was only $340 billion. We are increasing
spending at an alarming rate and you
know most people in America say we
do not care how Government keeps its
books; what we want is better jobs and
a better economy.

Here is why it is important. Here is
why how we keep our books affects
those jobs and affects the economy of
this country. Government this year is
borrowing 42 percent of all of the
money lent out in the United States.
Think what that extra demand does for
the pressure to increase interest rates.

Alan Greenspan, the Chairman of the
Federal Reserve, suggests that if we
are able to balance our budget, we will
see interest rates drop between 11⁄2 and
2 percentage points. He says if that
happens, the stimulation to the econ-
omy and the jobs in this country will
be greater than we have ever seen be-
fore in our history. He says the flip
side is that if we do not do it, we will
give our children a lower standard of
living and less expectations to have a
good life than we have had. That will
be the first time in history.

How do we achieve a balanced budget
with a group of politicians that sit in
this Chamber and the one on the other
side of the Capitol that are used to ex-
panding programs, that are used to
going back home with pork barrel
projects, cutting the ribbons and get-
ting their pictures in the paper and
being on television, bringing more good
programs to the people back home, and
they have discovered that it enhances
their chances of being reelected. The
challenge is great today for these Rep-
resentatives to say if we want a good
future for our kids and not leave the

kids the mortgage of our overindul-
gence and overspending, we are going
to have to cut back on some of those
programs.

Mr. Speaker, I ask everybody in the
United States to look at this predica-
ment, to encourage their Members in
Congress that it is important that we
all tighten our belts. A group of us, 156
of us, have signed a letter to the Presi-
dent saying that we are not going to
vote to increase the debt ceiling unless
we are on an absolute glide path to a
balanced budget. Now, that means
passing legislation that limits spend-
ing, that changes some of the entitle-
ment programs, that has appropriation
bills that get us on that glide path to
a balanced budget. It is important.

We met with Secretary Rubin. We
have now introduced legislation to give
the President authority and flexibility
to prioritize in the event that debt ceil-
ing is reached. It is important, Mr.
Speaker. I hope we are able to stick to-
gether to hang tough, to do what is
good for America, to disregard the poll-
sters, to disregard the special interest
lobbyists that are pushing for more and
more spending, and do what is nec-
essary to give this country and our
children and our grandchildren a good
future.
f

EASTERN LONG ISLAND FIRE
UNDER CONTROL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentleman from New York
[Mr. FORBES] is recognized for 20 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. Speaker, it has been said that
the strongest and finest steel is forged
from the hottest fire. So too, the won-
derful people of Eastern Long Island
emerge stronger and more resilient
from the worst brush fire in modern
memory, bolstered by the bravery of
its volunteer firefighters, police, and
other emergency personnel and by the
tens of thousands of acts of kindness
displayed throughout this nationally
declared disaster that was televised
around the world.

It is with deep sense of relief and
gratitude that I report to you today
that all is now quiet on Eastern Long
Island. The raging fire is no more;
thanks to the determination and hard
work of 3,000 firefighters—volunteer
firefighters, I might add—who came
from all over Nassau and Suffolk coun-
ties, New York and even Connecticut;
along with county, State and Federal
fire experts; various military units,
State, county, town, and village police
officers and other emergency person-
nel, and the wonderful Red Cross all
make possible a satisfying end to what
otherwise could have been a most un-
fortunate disaster. Starting on Mon-
day, August 21, 1995, in the Rocky
Point area, then on Thursday erupting
in Eastport-Westhampton, for over 13
days our raging brush fires devastated
more than 7,000 acres of the precious
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